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136 The History of Sexuality

the sovereign?? In any case, in its modern form—relative and
limited-as in its ancient and absolute form, the right of life
and death is a dissymmetrical one. The sovereign exercised
his right of life only by exercising his right to kill, or by
refraining from killing; he evidenced his power over life only

+ through the death he was capable of requiring. The right
which was formulated as the “power of life and death” was
i reality The tight to fake life or lef live. Its symbol, after
all,"was the sword. Perhaps this juridical form must be re-
ferred to a historical type of society in which power was
exercised mainly as a means of deduction (prélévement), a
subtraction mechanism, a right to appropriate a portion of
the wealth, a tax of products, goods and services, labor and
blood, levied on the subjects. Power in this instance was
essentially a right of seizure: 6f things, time, bodies, and

| ultimiately life itself; it culminated in the privilege to seize
hold of Iife in order to suppress it.

“Since the classical age the West has undergone a very
profound transformation of these mechanisms of power.
“Deduction” has tended to be no longer the major form of
power but merely one element among others, working to
incite, reinforce, control, monitor, optimize, and organize
the forces under it: a power bent on generatingforces, mak-
ing them grow, and ordering them, rather than oné'dedicated

" to impeding them, making them submit, or destraying them.
There has been a parallel shift in the right of death, or at least
a tendency to align itself with the exigencies of a life-adminis-
tering power and to define itself accordingly. This death that
was based on the right of the sovereign is now manifested as
simply the reverse of the right of the social body to ensure,
maintain, or develop its life. Yet wars were never as bloody
Las they have been since the nineteenth century, and all things

**“Just as a composite body can have properties not found in any of the simple bodies
of which the mixture consists, so a moral body, by virtue of the very union of
persons of which it is composed, can have certain rights which none of the individu-
als could expressly claim and whose exercise is the proper finction of leaders
alone.” Pufendorf, Le Droit de la nature, p. 452.
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Right of Death and Power over Life 137

being equal, never before did regimes visit such holocausts
on their own populations. But this formidable power of death
—and this is perhaps what accounts for part of its forcc? apd
the cynicism with which it has so greatly expanded its limits

~ —now presents itself as the counterpart of a power that

exerts a positive influence on life, that endeavors to adminis-
ter, optimize, and multiply it, subjecting it to precise contrqls
and comprehensive regulations. Wars are no longer waged in
the name of a sovereign who must be defended; they are
waged on behalf of the existence of everyone; entire pOp{lll:?l.-
tions are mobilized for the purpose of wholesale slaughter in -
the name of life necessity: massacres have become vital. _It is
as managers of life and survival, of bodies and the race, that
s6 many regimes have been able to wage so many wars,
causing so many men to be killed. And through a turn that
closes the circle, as the technology of wars has caused them
to tend increasingly toward all-out destruction, the decisiqn
that initiates them and the one that terminates them are in
fact increasingly informed by the naked question of s‘urrvwal.
The atomic situation is now at the end point of this process:
the power to expose a whole population to death is the
underside of the power to guarantee an individual’s con-
finued existence. The principle underlying the tactics of bat-
tle—that one has to be capable of killing in order to go on
‘fiving—has become the principle that defines the strategy of
STATES. But the existence m question is no longer the juridical
existence of sovereignty; at stake is the biological existence
of a population. If genocide is indeed the dream of mod_ern
powers, this is not because of a recent return of the a.ncmnt
fight to Kill; it is because power is situated and exercised at
"the level of life, the species, the race, and the large-scale-
;}Enomena of population.
““On another level, I'might have taken up the example of the
death penalty. Together with war, it was for a long time the
other form of the right of the sword; it constituted the reply
of the sovereign to those who attacked his will, his law, or
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138 The History of Sexuality

1is person. Those who died on the scaffold became fewer and
ewer, in contrast to those who died in wars. But it was for
‘he same reasons that the latter became more numerous and
he former more and more rare. As soon as power gave itself
he function of administering life, Tf§ 7eason for being and the
ogic of its exercise-—and fiot thie awakening of humanitarian
eelings—made it more and more difficult to apply the death
>enalty. How could power exercise its highest prerogatives
by piitting people to death, when its main role was to ensure,
ustain, and multiply life, to put this life in order? For stch
| power, execution was at the same time a limit, a scandal,
ind a contradiction. Hence capital punishment could not be
naintained except by invoking less the enormity of the crime
tself than the monstrosity of the criminal, his incorrigibility,
nd the safeguard of society. One had the right to kill those
vho represented a kind of Biological danger t6 others.—

~One might say that the ancient right to take life or let live
vas replaced by a power to foster life or disallow it to the
oint of death. This is perhaps what explaiiis that disqualifi-

ation of death which marks the recent wane of the rituals -

hat accompanied it. That death is so carefully evaded is
inked less to a new anxiety which makes death unbearable
or our societies than to the fact that the procedures of power
1ave not ceased to turn away from death. In the passage from
his world to the other, death was the manner in which a
errestrial sovereignty was relieved by.:dnother, singularly
10re powerful sovereignty; the pageantry that surrounded.it
7as in the category of political ceremony. Now it is over life,
hroughout its unfolding, that power establishes its doriin-
on; death is power’s limit, the moment that escapes if; death
ccomes the most secret aspect of existence, the most “pri-
ate.” It is not surprising that suicide—once a crime, since
- Was a way to usurp the power of death which the sovereign
lone, whether the one here below or the Lord above, had the
ight to exercise—became, in the course of the nineteenth
entury, one of the first conducts to enter into the sphere of

-
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(:ociological analysis; it testified to the individual and private
right to die, at the borders and in the interstices of power that
was exercised- over life. This determination to die, strange
and yet so persistent and constant in its manifestations, and
consequently so difficult to explain as being due to particular
circumstances or individual accidents, was one of the first
astonishments of a society in which political power had as-
signed itself the task of administering life.

In concrete terms, starting in t enteenth ¢ this
power over life evolved in two basic forms; these forms were
[“notantithetical, however; they constituted rather two poles
of development limked together by a whole infermediary
cluster of relations. One of these poles—the first to be ﬂ
formed, it seems—centered on the body as a machine: its
disciplining, the optimization of its capabilities, the extortion .
of its forces, the parallel increase of its usefulness and its
docility, its integration into systems of efficient and economic
controls, all this was ensured by the procedures of power that ///‘
characterized the disciplines: an anatomo-politics af. _the ~
human_body. The second, formed somewhat later, {c_)cused " B
on the species body, the body imbued with the mechanics of a’,
Tife and serving as the basis of the biological processes: propa- 9
gation, births and mortality, the level of health, life expect
ancy and longevity, with all the conditions that can cause
these—to~varyTheir Supervision was effected through an
éntire Series of interventions and regulatory controls: a bio-
politics of the population. The disciplines of the body and the
regulations of the population constituted the two poles
around which the organization of power over life was de-
ployed. The setting up, in the course of the classical age, of
this great bipolar technology—anatomic and biological, in-
dividualizing and specifying, directed toward the perfor-
mances of the body, with attention to the processes of life—
chgfacterxzed a power whose highest function was perhaps
no longer to kill, but to invest life through and through.
~ The old power of death that symbolized sovereign power

-
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was now carefully supplanted by the administration of bodies
and the calculated management of life. During the classical
period, there was a rapid development of various disciplines
—universities, secondary schools, barracks, workshops;
there was also the emergence, in the field of political prac-
tices and economic observation, of the problems of birthrate,
longevity, public health, housing, and migration. Hence
there was an explosion of numerous and diverse techniques
for achieving the subjugation of bodies and the control of
populations, marking the beginning of an era of “bio-

power.” The two directions taken by its development still -

appeared to be clearly separate in the eighteenth century.
With regard to discipline, this development was embodied in
institutions such as the army and the schools, and in reflec-
tions on tactics, apprenticeship, education, and the nature of
societies, ranging from the strictly military analyses of Mar-
shal de Saxe to the political reveries of Guibert or Servan. As
for population controls, one notes the emergence of demog-
raphy, the evaluation of the relationship between resources
and inhabitants, the constructing of tables analyzing wealth’
and its circulation: the work of Quesnay, Moheau, and Siiss-
milch. The philosophy of the “Ideologists,” as a theory of
ideas, signs, and the individual genesis of sensations, but also
a theory of the social composition of interests—Ideology
being a doctrine of apprenticeship, but also a doctrine of

contracts and the regulated formation of the social body— °

no doubt constituted the abstract discourse in which one
sought to coordinate these two techniques of power in order
to construct a general theory of it. In point of fact, however,
they were not to be joined at the level of a speculative
discourse, but in the form of concrete arrangements (agence-
ments concrets) that would go to make up the great technol-
ogy of power in the nineteenth century: the deployment of
sexuality would be one of them, and one of the most impor-
tant.

This bio-power was without question an indispensable ele- ,
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ment in the development of capitalism; the latter would not
have been possible without the copirolled insertion of bodies
into the machinery of prodlm‘and the adjustm e
phenomena of population to economic processes. But this
wasTiot all It required; 1t alSo niceded the growth of both these
factors, thejr reinforcement as well as their availability and
docility; it had to have methods of power capable of optimiiz-
ing forces, aptitudes, and life in general without at the same
time making them more difficult to govern. If the develop-
ment of the great instruments of the state, as institutions of
power, ensured the maintenance of production relations, the
rudiments of anatomo- and bio-politics, created in the eigh-
teenth century as technigues of power present at every level
of the social body and utilized by very diverse institutions
(the family and the army, schools and the police, individual
medicine and the administration of collective bodies), ope-
rated in the sphere of economic processes, their development,
and the forces working to sustain them. They also acted as
factors of segregation and social hierarchization, exerting
their influence on the respective forces of both these move-
ments, guaranteeing relations of domination and effects of
hegemony. The adjustment of the accumulation of men to
that of capital, the joining of the growth of human groups to
the expansion of productive forces and the differential alloca-
tion of profit, were made possible in part by the exercise of
bio-power in its many forms and modes of application. The
investment of the body, its valorization, and the distributive
management of its forces were at the time indispensable.
One knows how many times the question has been raised
concerning the role of an ascetic morality in the first forma-
tion of capitalism; but what occurred in the eighteenth cen-
tury in some Western countries, an event bound up with the
development of capitalism, was a different phenomenon hav-
ing perhaps a wider impact than the new morality; this was
nothing less than the entry of life into history, that is, the
efitiy of phenomena peculiar to the life of the human species
—
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144 The History of Sexuality

health, modes of subsistence and habitation, living condi-
tions, the whole space of existence.

Another consequence of this development of bio-power |

was the growing importance assumed by the action of the

norm, at the expense of the Jurldlcal system of the law. Law |

cannot help but but be armed, and its arm, par excellence,
is death; to those who transgress it, it replies, at least as a last
résort, with that absolute menace. The law always refers to
the sword. But a power whose task is to take charge of life
needs continuous regulatory and corrective mechanisms. It
is no longer a matter of bringing death into play in the field
of sovereignty, but of distributing the living in the domain of
value and utility. Such a power has to qualify, measure,
appraise, and hierarchize, rather than display itself in its
murderous splendor; it does not have to draw the line that

separates the enemies of the sovereign from his obedient .

subjects; it effects distributions around the norm. I do not
mean to say that the law fades into the background or that
the institutions of justice tend to disappear, but rather that
the law operates more and more as a norm, and that the
judicial institution is increasingly incorporated into a con-
tinuum of apparatuses (medical, administrative, and so on)
rwhose functions are for the most part regulatory. A norigal-

izing society is the ical outcome of ' of
power centered on life. We have entered a phase of juridical

fegression in comparison with the pre-seventeenth-century

/Societies we are acquainted with; we should not be decetved

byattthe Comstitutions ramed THTOUENOUT e World-since
the French Revolution, the Codes written and revised, a
whole continual and clamorous legislative activity: these
were the forms that made an essentially normalizing power
acceptable. '

Moreover, against this power that was still new in the
nineteenth century, the forces that resisted relied for support
on the very thing it invested, that is, on life and man as a
living being. Since the last century, the great struggles that

P =
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have challenged the general system of power were not guided
by the belief in a return to former rights, or by the age-old
dream of a cycle of time or a Golden Age. One no longer
aspired toward the coming of the emperor of the poor, or the
kingdom of the latter days, or even the restoration of our
imagined ancestral rights; what was demanded and what
served as an objective was life, understood as the basic needs,
man’s concrete essence, the realization of his potential, a
plenitude of the possible. Whether or not it was Utopia that
was wanted is of little importance; what we have seen has

“been a very real process of struggle; life as a political object

was in a sense taken at face value and turned back against
the system that was bent on controlling it. It was life more
than the Taw that became the issue of political struggles, even
if the Iatter were formulated through affirmations concerning
rights. The "Tight~ to life, to one’s body, to health, to happi-
ness, to the satisfaction of needs, and beyond all the oppres-
sions or “alienations,” the “right” to rediscover what one is
and all that one can be, this “right”—which the classical
juridical system was utterly incapable of comprehending—
was the political response to all these new procedures of
power which did not derive, either, from the traditional right
of sovereignty.

This is the background that enables us to understand the
importance assumed by sex as a political issue. It was at the
pivot of the two axes along which developed the entire politi-
cal technology of life. On the one hand it was tied to the
disciplines of the body: the harnessing, intensification, and
distribution of forces, the adjustment and economy of ener-
gies. On the other hand, it was applied to the regulation of
populations, through all the far-reaching effects of its activ-
ity. It fitted in both categories at once, giving rise to infinitesi-
mal surveillances, permanent controls, extremely meticulous
orderings of space, indeterminate medical or psychological
examinations, to an entire micro-power concerned with the
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